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Fathers of hypertext

Ted Nelson, 1965 Paul Otlet, 1903 Paul Otlet, 1903Vannevar Bush, 1945



1989



A geek

Tim Berners-Lee



A geek Renaissance Man

• Can solder and code

• Acts in theater

• Talks like a TGV

• Humanistic outlook

• Positive attitude

Tim Berners-Lee



A mess

CERN, Geneva



A mess fertile environment

• Ultimate research lab

• Thousands of scientists

• Dozens of countries

• Lunch with Nobel prizes

• Countless terabytes

CERN, Geneva



A modest proposal



A mythical tool





How does it work?



Keep it simple, stupid



Keep it simple, stupid

★ UDI: Universal Document Identifier

Others (Z39.50):

(“Mark Twain”, 1:1003, 2:3, 3:1, 
4:1, 5:100, 6:1)

✓ Web: 

http://info.cern.ch/FIND?Tim



Keep it simple, stupid

★ HTTP: HyperText Transfer Protocol

Others (FTP):

 USER bilbo       TYPE A
PASS hobbit      RETR README.txt
CWD CERN         QUIT

✓ Web: 

GET /CERN/Welcome.html



Keep it simple, stupid

★ HTML: HyperText Markup Language

Others (RTF):

{\rtf1\ansi\deff0 {\fonttbl {\f0 
Times New Roman;}}
\f0\fs60 Hello, World!
}



Keep it simple, stupid

★ HTML: HyperText Markup Language

✓ Web: 

<TITLE>Welcome to CERN
<H1>Introduction
<P>CERN is the European centre for 
particle physics research.



What the Web was meant to be



First impressions of the Web
if you didn’t have a NeXT



Releasing libwww







Great, but…

Nobody made a read-write browser

This little detail of history would define the first wave 
of the Web as traditional publisher/reader relationships.

Web 2.0 is a read/write renaissance !



Les Horribles Cernettes
by Silvano de Gennaro



1993-1994
The age of pioneers

Tim O'Reilly and Dale Dougherty (GNN)
Frans van Hoesel (Vatican Library exhibit)
Steve Putz (Xerox PARC Map Viewer)
Børre Ludvigsen (Home on the Web)
Rob Hartill (Internet Movie Database)
Kevin Hughes (Honolulu Community College)
Joe Kraus et al. (Architext)
Mark Pesce (VRML)
Nicolas Pioch (WebLouvre)
Robert Cailliau
    (First Web Conference: “Woodstock of the Web”)



Xerox PARC Map Viewer
by Steve Putz





Home on the Web
by Børre Ludvigsen





1994-1995
The age of business

Spry (Internet in a box)
Allan Schiffman (SSL)
Jerry Yang and David Filo (Yahoo)
James Clark (Netscape)
Lee Stein et al. (First Virtual Holdings)
Will Kreth et al. (HotWired)
Brian Behlendorf et al. (Organic and Apache)
Rob Glaser (RealAudio)
Jeff Bezos (Amazon)
Pierre Omidyar (eBay)
Chris Wilson et al. (Microsoft Internet Explorer)
Sabeer Bhatia and Jack Smith (Hotmail)
Paul Flaherty (AltaVista)



Learn more
and share your history

webhistory.org

The Web History Center
a collaborative effort to record and publish 

the history of the World Wide Web



Know the past.
Invent the future.

Say YES !!!


